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Week 6 Discussion 1: Environmental Sustainability
At the core of environmental sustainability is the need to create a safe environment that adequately supports life for the present and future generations. This need follows the marked rise in the extinction of different endangered species in recent decades due to human activities which have also resulted in detrimental climate changes that have led to the loss of lives and other unpleasant effects on human beings (Hartman et al., 2017). Inevitably, some companies have contributed to environmental degradation through the production, manufacturing, transporting processes in their supply chain, and some of their products have also had harmful effects on the environment. Such companies often ignore the safety guidelines aimed at ensuring that their processes and products are environmentally friendly and even enhance the environment. A deontologist would argue that companies have an ethical responsibility to abide by these legal guidelines. In developing countries, where strict and specific legal environmental regulations do not exist, we cannot use deontology to identify why a company’s activities are unethical even if they are detrimental to the environment (Perks & Smith, 2015).
From a utilitarian perspective, however, the ethical responsibility of companies in upholding environmental sustainability goes beyond their legal responsibility to protect the environment. More specifically, a utilitarian would argue that companies should consider that environmentally harmful processes that are focused on making a profit will only financially benefit the company while endangering the lives of everyone else on the planet, who are the greater number in this case. Such a utilitarian perspective would imply that companies in developing countries where environmental regulations are not tightly regulated are not entitled to manufacture or produce products in ways that would be disallowed in the U.S. or European Union, where the regulations are strictly enacted. Similarly, a virtue ethics standpoint would encourage companies to be considerate and selfless in upholding sustainability practices so that everyone on the planet enjoys a favorable climate. Likewise, companies would exhibit the virtue of responsibility by ensuring that their products, once no longer usable, are sustainably disposed of, recycled, or repurposed. By doing this, they will be taking accountability for the possibility of their products causing environmental harm if not properly disposed of, and therefore upholding the virtue of compassion for the wellbeing of other people on the planet.
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